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ABSTRACT

The studv sought to find out the efficacy of mother-child social interaction,
rearing siyles and working class mother home: influence, on the competency skills of
language development and utilisation among the deaf children. This is based on the fact
that the warmth of the mother promotes affectionate tendencies and attachment, which in

turns have impact on language and speech proficiency of the deaf It enhances

communication and interactions of the growing child. However, the negative effect of
deprivations, other language compensatory modalities, on language efficiency of the deaf
cannot be underestimated. Sixty parents and sixty students were sampled in integrated
schools. Questionnaires, interview, observation and video recording were used during
play activities with both peers and parents in the school settings. Independent observers
and raters were used to assess the mean length of language utterances as compared with
normal children based on video-click. The results were collated and analysed. The
findings revealed the needs for nurturant home and authoritarian rearing stvle as the
best methods to improve the deaf language proficiency. There is, however, a negative
effect of working mother on the language skills of the deaf child especially when not
enrolled earlv in a nursery school or hahy seater’s home. The researchers offered
relevant suggestions as well as stressed he iriportance of the findings to educational
practices. '

Introduction

There is no gain-saying in the fact that the type of home and the environment the child is
reared determines the child’s speech and language competence, while the overall
intellectual and emotional development of the children are further affected by the type of
home and the environmetit the child is rearcd. The problem is further complicated for a
deaf individual. who had lost the basic tool of auditory functioning and hearing
mechanism which makes it difficult for them to easily interact and understand the
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cnvironment It is wgrth noting that the role of mother-child interaction, attractivencss,
acceplance or rcjection can mar or improve the development of a deaf child totally. In
fact, it has implications right from the onset of dca-ness while its carly discovery and
identification also have implications on the child’s development.

Allan (1980)§yggesied that, an isolated parenthood. unstimulated environment
and negative mother social intcraction afl have scriovs implications on the language and
specch development of a normal child not to talkk of the deafl. who is language
handicapped. Indecd. rescarch findings affirmed that normal children experience the
heartbeat, breath. pulscs and voices of their mother constantly from the womb but for a
congenitally deaf child the reverse is the casc.

More so. the practice of good child rearing, f@;&ding, discipline. maintenance, the
provision of simulative @ayvironment including affection and feeling secured, according to
Baumrind (1989) cnhances $he acquisitiowof language and speech skills. This is equally
true for a deaf child’s language development. Arguably the absence of these ideal settings
viuld jepardise the language acquisition of the chiid.

“{R&initiai social reigpoiship that megt infant experience with parents and in
most coltuges it is tue mother who provides thesc expericnces. According to Fogel
(1979). Freud (1920) and- Arrow Smith (1979) they haye offered numerous data about the
psychological significance of mother-child rclitionshiyg. To this ead. Isaiah (1998) opined
that. parcnting any child (deaf inclusive) seriously demands a tremendous challenge. In
essence parcuting deaf child demands more challenges.

Autachment is the early stab{® affectionate relationship between a child and
another person, usually the parcuts. Feeding and hunper satisfaction also enhance further
attachment. between carc giver and the child, it a'so develops affection and rapport
rclationship thercby pro:oting language development. Hence when parent of children
that are deaf isolate them, this could scriously impair ihem linguistically.

Between the early as 1940°s and 1930°s, the implications of carly mother-child
scparations have been documented. In fact, Arrow (1938), Freud (1923) and Bowlby
(1983) “Mother-child sociar relationship is cssenticd for good menfal health” of the
children Infants should therefore experience warm. intimate and continuous relationship
wath their mothers, motlicr surragates and those that are very close to them. Parents and
children do find satisfaction in their plcasant relatioaship and Harrow (1938) observed
that attachment is triggered by “rcleasers” in the environment, while children react
negatively to scparation form their strong attachmen.. In fact, this resembles imprint in
lower animals like birds. :

In early stages of children life whea they are attached to social objects, they
distinguish familiar from unfamiliar people-and mostiy the primary care taker. They also
develop true attachment : :d react negatively to scpave tion from their strong attachment.
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Bronfenbreuner (1979) also argucd that the distinctive feature of the present
day’s family is the lack of involvement or sustained interaction between parents and
children. Incrcased parents” occupational demands might have caused this; hence parents
have lide time 1o spend with their children cven when watching television together.
Similarly. the structurieg of the physical enviromuvent within the home has also been
viewed as a contributing factor to the reduced levels of interaction between parents and
children.

Morcover. Beckwith (1977) opined that maternal behaviours such as smiling,
cve-lo-eye contact with their kids by mothers and reactions to different faces by the
children enhance the fanguage development of these children: Essentially the child’s
home cavironment and the style of rearing impact on the child. largely determine the
specch and Language competences of children. They further exert considerable cffect on
the children’s personality '

Poweever, the complexity of mother child interaction has been widely recognised
and this was explicith docmmented by Awanbor (1984) for the deal. hence it is easy to
assess the frequency. variety and contingency of behaviour as well as functional
characteristics of behaviours. such as arousing. orienting. drive reducing and so on in the
children upbringing.

Carter (1983) opinced that, the mother interacts with children in different styles
and on dilTerent occasions. starting from breast-feeding warmth, which its inadequacies
may lead to aggressivencess. intolerance and other nnhecalthiness. This can further affect
the language and speech development of the child especially the deaf which warrants that
the family relationship with the deal child. should be cordial, intimate and stimulating so
as 1o lessen the famity anxicty. tension as well improves the overall achievement of the
deaf child ability in the usc of language.

Therefore this study was conducted to assess the effects of mother-child’s social
interaction on language development and achicvement cum the overall adjustment
capabilitics of the deat children,

HYPOTHESIS: On the basis of problein stated carlicr. the following hypotheses
were funutated and ested.

Hel: There will be no significant difference in languagé proficiency of accepted

deaf children and non-accepled deal children,

Ho2: There will be no siguificant difference between the rearing pattern (styles)

and the rate of deaf children language development.

Ho3: There wiil be no significant difference between the language proficiency

of deal children reared by working mothers and those reared by non working

class mothers.
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RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLGOY

A _descriptive rescarch survey was uscd lor this study since it allowed the
rescarchers  to  obsenc.  videotape. the mother child interaction and  language
development. Coupled with the fice usage of Linguasze during play. The parents were also
interviewed. this allowed the description of the (vpe of rearing home that favours
language proficicncy of the deaf children in Nigeria socicty.

SUBIJECTS - Sixty parents and sixty deaf children were used for this study.

SAMPLING TECHNIQUE

Purposive sampling techniques were used 1o select randomly sixty parents and
sixty deal ehildren for the stndv in some deat echools that offer pre-school training for
the deaf.

INSTRUMENT

Three sets of instruments were used to collect data for this study. Video tape
observations were ngde ol cach sclected child interaciing with their mother as well as for
the recording of the child’s verbal out put during free play setting time among their peers
and other siblings. A scale prepared by the rescarchers was used (o measure the mean
length of uttcrances of the deaf and the normal children for an accurate comparison.

More so. graded interview and observation were done for the parents with the
use of structurcd questivtmaire as to detcrmine the patterns of rearing and whether the
mother class or non-working class. The interview questions as well as the questionnaire
were previously validiated with the assistance of the experts in the psychometrics at the
University of Ibadan. The instrument was carclully vsed, the structured questions were
divided into two sections compuising of the Biodata information in part “A™ as well as the
part "B which was made up of 20 graded questions in “Yes™ or *No™ format.

Anideo recording of parents’ child interaction was done in the bugged
classroom where the parents and children were given scts of standard toys to play with
for ten minutes as an arouser for ench extralesson. The recording of cach child mother
interactions was donc for ten minutes during the “arounser’ sessions at about 2 weeks apart
withoul their awareness. Similar video recording was done for children interacting on the
play ficld in the integrated schools used during play activitics. Independent obscrvers and
recorders were used to interpret and record the children activities with their peers or
mother.
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ADMINISTRATION

Letters were written to the deaf school including, the pre-nursery school to seek

permission to carry out a rescarch in their schools. The schools used were:
@) ljokodo High School. ljokodo, Ibadan.
(ii) Methodist School for the Deaf, Ibadan.

The two schools are integrated schools where the normal children attend the
same school but diflcrent classroom environment and where the class unifies the children
used.

Parents that were visited at home to complete the questionnaires and be
interviewed were later invited to the schools to join the teachers in educating their wards
on selected topics. Prior to their arrival. the classroom (o be used was bugged with video

h:vpe recorders and stand bye technicians. Although the researchers explained the purpose
of the studics to the parents, fhe researchers used the video recording to get the mean
length of uttcrances o the deaf wards. as well as to obscrve the caring style of the parents
of the deaf. Brown and Bellugi (1973) standard mcasure of syntactic complexity was
used to correlate the result of 30 randomly sclected normal school children language
achievement via racan length of utterances with that of the deaf in each selected school.

DATA ANALYSIS _

In analysing the data collected. hypothesis one made use of chi-squarc (X2)
while hypothesis two and three used Pcarson’s correlational Coefficient statistical
packages. The mcan length of utterances of the normal children were compiwed
subjectively with that of the deaf children via the video recorded tape analyscs.

The groups mcan lengths were uscd as yardstick for comparison of language
proficiency scorcs.

RESULTS

In testing the first predicted Null bypothesis that there is no significant
relationship between the child home (nurturant. interactive and accommodating) and the
non-accepted deaf children with reference to language development, the null hypothesis
is rcjected since the calculated value 4.448 is greater than 3.841 as revealed in Table 1
below.

X2 Table of Nurturnat Home and Non-Nm."turant Home (Dcaf Children)
{

Cal-t| Tabt| df

Variables Rate ol Language Total
Development

Nurturant f 45.6(46.03) / 62.5(62.2) 108.1
Home




1
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Non-Nurlumm[ 38.3(33.04) ] 51.4(51.6) / $9.7 , 4.448/ 3.841 28
Homg i

Total ']83.9 s | w18 |
P>0.05 ] |

Therc is a significant relationship between the language achievement of the deaf
from nurturant home as compared to non-language development, which is hampered and
retarded as demonstrated in the mean length or utterance of the non-nurturant home.

tIYPOTHESIS: 2 A

The null hypothesis that there is no significant difference in the rearing pattern
(style). Authoritarian and permissive home and the rate of language develapment of the
deaf children is hercby rejected based on the below Pearson correlation coefficient
calculation that is lesser than the table value. o

Table II
Authoritarian and Pernissive Home Language Development of deaf children table
(rearing styles)

Variables N| X | sp (car Tar | D
Authoritariaq 30 | 276 | 0502 | -3.326| 0361 | 28
Permission 30 1.04 0.460

P>0.05

KEY: Table valuc is grater than calculated value hence accept hypothesis Although
there is a negative correlation, since calculated r is negative; while the -
hvpotheses standd. accepted there {s no significant differences between the
language achievement of deaf children from Authoritarian homes as compare to
deaf children language or those who are from permissive home.

HYPOTHESIS 3 States that there are no significant differences in relationship
between the deaf children language achievement of the working class mothers
and non-working mothers.
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Table 11
Working cliss mother of deaf children language compared with Non-working
class mother Emguage achicvement of deal” children using Pcarson corrclation

coclicient.
Variable N T X ‘ SD | Calr Tab r D.f
!
Working class | 30 = 2.42 l 0.58
Mother Home I ‘ ,
4__?__——-—{—
Non-working | i l\
Class Mother | 30 0.94 1 0418 ' 0.588 0.361 28
Home
’ P63

Calculated r is greater than the table ¢ heince the By potheses is rejected that there is a
significant difference batween the deal” children «f working class mother and their
language achicvement sinee the table value is lesser than caleulated value (P>0.05),

DISCUSSION:

Awenbor (1984) stated that parents can help their handicapped children to grow
and copc with the handicapping condition using peers or other siblings to devclop
langnage of the deaf and to act as co-therapist. Buscaglia (1975) aptly remarked that it is
the parents who play the very important role of educating the siblings in the home about
the disabled member of g Fmily: as well they also have the responsibility of carrying
the family throngh to adjustiient. and to the reality of the situation. Hence parents who
arc authoritarian in Yemjng (cchnigues but nirtiwing could enhance the language
achievement of the deall atthough the syatactic comolex configuration and increase mean
tength of uticrance chacterised the nurturing home deaf children speech and language
usage. The giammatical compergtipn and prosodye ¢ontent of language arc ncarly similar
to the normgl speech of novnal children henee bettey than the permissive rearing because
of uncared attitude. feeling of quilt, shame and hostility of some parents to their
handicapped deal children. ‘

Althongh. at times the home that is permissive in its rearing style may favour
adequate language achievement but the cssential characteristic of this home must be
acceptance and care for the deaf child. The home must be nurturant with lots of play toys,
and the interactions must be adequate with peer groups. family members and age mates.
More so. there must be@dequate educational learning materials and exposure, good dict
and tofal integrative environmient are required for language development via appropriate
linguistic awarencss and (raining programme embarked upon by the home with strict
discipline. Many times. surrogate mother could develop better the language of the deaf as
in pre-nurscry and nursery school homes. which are done carly for the deafl. Most of these
schools taught kanguage. rhyiinm. pocin, song. story. rcading. as forms of languagcs.
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which cnhance the speech of the deaf especialiy with application. for those who can
benelit from it. The Autheritarian home proof usctul in this rescarch with table valuc
being less than calculated value. (3.841 to 4.448)

Beumrind (1980) suggested that identical parental stvles may cven foster
different behaviour patterns in boys and girls. In essence cffect of childcare on children
social devclopment has viclded contradicting findings. Whilc some reports no differcnces
in social behaviour. between children without child care expericnce (Golden ef al 1978).
Kegan et al (1978): others show that children who had no maternal child care. arc more
socially competent. Clarice Stenwant (1984): Hoiesand Olenick (1986): 1987 McCarthy
and Scarr (1987) Pcloenstein. Hones and Bovle (1980) positive out come. includes
Howes and Olenic (1986). McCanthy (1984): teaclier positive interaction with children
McCarthy. (1984) Vandell and Powcers (1983).

Hurlock (1967) stressed that. a healthy Family relationship between the child and
the mother facilitates speech developient and otherwise its speech  defectiveness.
However, child care is not only a women issue, but it is rather a family affairs. based on
the fact that the eatire. family must accept a deaf child for better adjustment and total
integration into language development. oricatations. communication and achievement.

A high quality child care that is temporarily affordable and needed by a deaf
child. may be lackened at the children from working mother homes, especially the
nursery school programmes. that is necessary carly in life, due to povertirised home. In
essence the qualitics of day carc programmes varicd. as well as types of home baby
scaters. hence the working mother deafl children. do not surpass much the non working
mother deal” children language achievemient with o mean of 2,42 to 094 and the
caiculated ris 0.588. hence greater than the table vaiue of 0.361 which is significant. that
there is significant difference i the relationship.

In essence high quality day care settings have been shown to always compensate
for the poor family enviromnent. Damey. Bryan and Suarex (1985):. hence high quality
day carc further promoles adequate language. Lience the rearing pattern should try to
include both little permissiveness mixed with authoritarian as the rescarchers advocated
in this study. cspecially to rcar a decal child in a language community implies an
additional involvement of everybody concerned as well as nurturant environment.

Burgess (1973) stated that being a good parent is not a matter of wecalth, but a
matter of attitude hence parent should communicate and socialise with the child in all
their interactions. right from birth till adolescent age. even when the child is abnormal.

SUGGESTION/RECOMMENDATION, CONCLUSION

Parcnts should make usc of informatigny centers, resource centers, parcnt
references fibrary. 1oy libran. cteetera. o €amliven Yee life of the deaf and the entire
family’ parents shonld endeavour to combine warmtiv with moderate restrictiveness with
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authoritative stylc as to foster maturity in children, even as early as thc pre-school years
for the deaf.

Omoluwabi (1980) asserted that_in African societies women should include
virtually all domestic work and child bearing carc, rcaring and meals preparation for the
entirc family as their job. and how family valucs parcnthood, and rearing of children, is
always in their rcaring customs while women naturally accept the responsibility of
training their children.

Isaiah (1998) put it succinctly that parents are effective and influential partners
in the educational and language process of their children, and functions as an agent of
.change and developments.

To this cnd, parcnts neced skills, knowledge. sensitivity, wisdom and patience, in
order to maintain cordial relationship with their deaf children as to facilitate their
language compclences and cfficiency, via leaming in highly nourished linguistically
environment that is much accommodating, stimulating rather than hostile.

To buttress the situation of mother with defective spcech children, Arrow Smith
(1979) cmphasised that parents of defective speech children or language/learning
impaired. show feclings of guilt. @nd this affects their reactions to @@ _the child. Some
-parents do punssh thc child for any small mis-conduct, which causes maladjustment,
when they become over authoritative and these seriously hinders language growth.

Disturbed family/child relationship .causes the child to be withdrawn, isolated,
insecure, emotionally imbalance and socially maladjustment which finally result in
speech defect children, who have organic speech problem, sometimes have speech
problem due to environmert conditions as confirmed by McCarthy (1954).

In conclusion, a practical approach, as Oladele (1987) opined, is to involve the
parent to help make a beginning in the training of the child and should then be actively
involve, from on-set of life and deafness, to the adolescent self employed person. This
will surely yicld more positive result with good management rather than when parents
remain aloof. unconcerned, and permissive with bad attitude and low self-esteem and low
acceptance of their deaf wards.
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