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SOUTH KOREA TO BOOST
VOCATIONAL SKILLS THROUGH CES

o u t h  K o r e a   i n  UNIJOS are drawn from every Giving insight into the 
collaboration with the part of Nigeria, assureing the proposed project, the Director, 
University of Jos to set South Korea delegation of CES, Prof. Rahila Gowon, S

up a cutting edge skill conducive atmosphere and enumerated the benefits of the 
vocational centre to boost the necessary support to make the centre to include provision of 
activities of the Centre for establishment of the centre a employment, economic boost 
Entrepreneurship Studies reality. not forgetting the comparative 
(CES) in the University of Jos. T h e  S o u t h  K o r e a n  advantage of location weather 

Vice Chancellor, University delegation was led by the and mineral resources which 
of Jos, Professor Seddi S. Country Director of Korea will help to achieve the desired 
Maimako, said that the visit by International Corporation results. Professor Gowon said 
the South Korean team on Agency (KOICA),  Mrs. Sook the CES seeks to teach how to 
Tuesday will further deepen the Hyun Park. cut gemstones, how to make 
already existing relationship The KOICA team however Plaster of Paris (POP) and how 
and expressed appreciation for stated that the visit was a follow to recycle waste paper into 
being found worthy as an up of the recent visit of the tissue papers. She noted that 
Institution to be a partner. South Korean Ambassador to habitation is a basic need of 

P r o f e s s o r  M a i m a k o  Nigeria, His Excellency, Mr. man therefore she stated that 
explained that University Jos is Noh Kyu-Duk, and efforts the centre will not just provide 
the perfect destination for the towards building a vocational skills and vocational studies 
establishment of a vocational cen t re  in  the  UNIJOS.  but also contribute to  meet the 
centre owing to the peculiarity Assessing the proposal, the needs of internally displaced 
in terms of the, peaceful nature, team said it should contain persons serve as succour to the 
weather and location. He added measurable indices and how institution, Plateau State and 
that even the students of the centre will be sustained other neighbouring states.

Juliana Olajide

thL-R: Country Director of Korea International Corporation Agency (KOICA),  Mrs. Sook Hyun Park, (5 ), Executive Governor, Plateau State, 
thRt. Hon. Simon Lalong (4 ), Vice Chancellor, UNIJOS, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako and other delegates during a visit to the State Government House. 
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xecutive Secretary, National 
Universities Commissions 
(NUC), Prof. Abubakar A. E

Rasheed, has expressed gratitude to 
the Federal Government for prompt 
intervention through the Tertiary 
Education Fund (TETFUND) project 
towards rebuilding University of Jos 
burnt Naraguta campus library.
Rasheed stated this during a visit to the 

University where he pinpointed the 
library as the epicenter of every 
institution, he described the 
inferno that gutted the library of the 
institution as a big loss, as some of 
the important materials destroyed 
by the fire can never be recovered. 

He however, assured that after 
the renovation, materials needed 
for the library which would range 
from hardcopy to softcopy 

 o foster good neighbourliness, 
security and peace between the 
University of Jos and communities T

in its environs, the University recently 
had a parley with the Angwan Rogo, 
Angwan Rimi, Sabon Layi and Zinariya 
communities at the Senate Chambers, 
Main Campus.

In his address, the Vice Chancellor 
of University of Jos, Professor Seddi S. 
Maimako, stressed the need for 
harmonious relationship between the 
University and her neighbouring 
Communities. He said the Institution has 
existed for over 40 years in her strive for 
educational and value addition, hence the 
need to solidify relationships for the 
benefit of all. 

The delegation drawn from Angwan 
Rogo, Angwan Rimi, Sabon Layi and 
Zinariya, represented by Alhaji Yusuf 
Rabiu, expressed their delight for the 
opportunity to interact with the 
University's management to chart ways 
towards a more peaceful and harmonious 
co-existence.

UNIJOS HOLDS PEACE PARLEY WITH ANGWAN ROGO, ANGWAN RIMI, 
SABON LAYI, AND ZINARIYA COMMUNITIES By Kwalke Gaduya

He Condoled the University over the 
fire incident that gutted its library and said 
the location of the University is mutually 
beneficial.

In an interview, the Executive 
Director, Advancement office, Yakubu 

materials would be provided.
Earlier, Vice Chancellor of the 

University of Jos, Prof. Seddi S. 
Maimako,  thanked the NUC 
Executive Secretary for the efforts 
towards assisting the university and 
also appealed to the NUC in its 
generosity to continue to offer 
assistance to the university especially 
at this crucial period.

The entourage of the NUC 
Executive Secretary alongside the 
Management team of UNIJOS visited 
the University Data Centre located 
inside the library complex (which is 
still functional), where the ICT 
Director, Prof. Tanko Ishaya 
explained the workings and activities 
of the centre.

Also on ground was the Director 
of Physical Facilities, University of 
Jos, Architect Halima Auta, who 
spoke on the numerous activities 
carried out in the library before the 
unfortunate fire incident and the 
effect in terms of material lost.
The Executive Secretary also visited 
the Africa Centre on Phytomedicine 
R e s e a r c h  a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  
(ACEPRD).

Gomos, described the visit as timely. 
According to him the university is established 
for the purpose of knowledge enhancement 
and also to boost community relations 
especially towards arresting youth restiveness 
within the community.

NUC ON ASSESSMENT VISIT TO UNIJOS
BURNT LIBRARY, ACEPRD
Juliana Olajide

Executive Secretary, National Universities Commissions (NUC), Prof. Abubakar A. Rasheed, Vice 
Chancellor, UNIJOS, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, and the Director, ACEPRD, Prof. John Aguiyi, during 
and assessment visit to the Centre. 

Community leaders of Angwan Rogo, Angwan Rimi, Sabon Layi and Zinariya communities  during a 
meeting with the University management at the Senate Chambers, Main Campus.
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 articipants of the 2017 students 
industrial work experience Pscheme (SIWES), have been 

admonished to have learning spirits 
capable of boosting their productivity 
and efficiency during SIWES 
assignment in various organizations.

Vice Chancellor, University of Jos, 
Professor Seddi S. Maimako, 
represented by the Deputy Vice 
chancellor Administration, Professor 
Teresa Nmadu, state this at the 2017 
orientation ceremony of SIWES and 
urged students to develop and broaden 
their horizon as SIWES is an avenue 
for students to gain experience that can 
be used in their curriculum vitae.

According to him, SIWES provides 
a platform for networks thus 
Univers i ty  of  Jos  under  h is  
stewardship has increased the slot of 
participants from 800 to 1,200.

In a remark, Director General, 
Industrial Training Fund ITF, Sir 
Joseph Ari, who was represented by 
Sarpiya P. Yoila says there is need to 
redirect our minds to production and 
focus on development of skills.

He said ITF has ensured up to date 
payment of participants. He therefore 
called on all participants to see the 
exercise as a time to work and not 
break time.

Earlier, chairman of the occasion, 
Mr. Gonzik who was represented by 
Mr. Samuel Myesgin sues for 
continued funding of SIWES, owing 
to its impact in the career progression 
of the participants.

Earlier,  the guest  speaker,  
Professor Steven Mallo, was also 
represented by Engineer Caleb Kutse, 
spoke extensively on the topic 
SIWES: A Formidable Tool for the 
Realisation of Industrial Skills and 
Enhancing Self Dependency.

He sighted some benefits of the 
scheme to include ensuring man 
power development, promotion of 
entrepreneurship skill towards 
boosting the economy of the nation.

Director of SIWES in the 
University, Prof David P. Yakubu 
applauded the University and ITF for 
given due attention on Students 
Industrial Training Programme.

VC TASKS STUDENTS
AT SIWES ON PRODUCTIVITY
Juliana Olajide

n a bid to prevent or slow down the 
growth of cancer, Nigerians have Ibeen urged to eat more fresh fruits, 

vegetables, beans, legumes, nuts, and 
foods rich in fibre, drink wine in 
moderation, engage in more physical 
activities and regular medical check-
up for early cancer detection if any, eat 
less meet.

Professor of Pathology, Dr. 
Mandong B.  Mafala ,  of  the  
Department of Pathology, Faculty of 
Medical Sciences, University of Jos, 

rdstated this while delivering the 83  
Inaugural Lecture of the University 
titled “Emperor of all Diseases” at the 
Multipurpose Auditorium, Main 
Campus, Bauchi Road.

The inaugural lecturer attributed 
the causes of cancer to genetic 
predisposition, environmental risk 
factors like infectious agents, 
chemical agents, radiation injury, age 
predisposition to disease conditions 
and chronic inflammatory diseases. 

He cautioned against obesity, 
smoking, alcoholism, use of food 
addictives, artificial sweeteners and 
pesticides and eating of mould 
infected food.

Mafala stated that longevity has 
contributed to the prevalence of 
cancer because the longer one lives the 
greater the risk of cancer. He said the 

DON CALLS FOR HEALTHY DIET, EXERCISE, 
TO MANAGE CANCER
Sarah Alfa

cancer common to sub-Sahara Africa 
in males are prostate, liver, stomach, 
NHL and colorectal and advised that 
males 45 and above should check for 
prostate cancer; while cancers 
common to women in sub-Sahara 
Africa are cervical, breast, liver, NHL 
and colorectal.

The lecture attracted dignitaries 
from all walks of life, Executive 
Governor of Plateau State, Rt. Hon. 
Simon B. Lalong, commended Prof. 
Mafala for making the state proud and 
for his contribution to education and 
the health sector in Nigeria and 
beyond .  He  ca l l ed  on  non-
governmental organizations to take 
cancer advocacy to the grassroots. 

Vice Chancellor, Prof. Seddi S. 
Maimako represented by the Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Teresa Nmadu 
lauded the inaugural lecturer for an 
insightful lecture and urged that the 
lessons gained from the lecture be 
utilized.

The paramount ruler of Jos, Gbong 
Gwom, Da Jacob Buba, graced the 
occasion alongside other traditional 
rulers, Three former Vice Chancellors 
of UNIJOS were also in attendance, 
they are Professors Nenfort Gomwalk, 
Monday Mangvwat,  Hayward 
Mafuyai.

Professor of Pathology, Dr. Mandong B. Mafala, of the Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medical 
rdSciences delivering the 83  Inaugural Lecture of the University. 
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UNIJOS LAUNCHES WASTE MGT SYSTEM 
James Dalyop

VC EXPRESSES INTEREST 
TO EXPAND UNIJOS FRONTIERS

i ce  Chance l lo r  o f  the  
University of Jos Professor VSeddi S. Maimako says 

UNIJOS is open to workable and 
a c t i v e  M e m o r a n d u m  o f  
Understanding (MoU) that will boost 
the frontiers of the University.

Maimako said this when a 
Research Fellow and Lecturer, Dr. 
Ehiezuele Michael, of the Zhejiang 
Normal University, China paid him a 
courtesy call at his office. 

According to Dr. Michael the 

epartment of Geography and 
Planning University of Jos, in 
conjunction with the University D

Consultancy Limited (UCL) have 
launched  the  Univers i ty  Was te  
Management System as part  of  
celebrat ions marking the World 
Environment Day. 

Dean, Faculty of Environmental 
Sciences, Professor Daniel Dabi, 
commended  the  Depar tment  o f  
Geography and Planning for its initiative 
describing the effort as a laudable 
landmark. 

He   no ted  tha t  the  Wor ld  
Environment Day, whose theme this year 
is 'Connecting People to Nature”  was 
created by the United Nations because 
over the years, the earth's Natural 
Equilibrium has been distorted as a result 
of advancement in technology, Settlement 
patterns and man's use of resources such 
as minerals, trees and food among others.

According to Professor Dabi, waste 
Management project is a means of solving  
environmental  problems and urged the 
organizers to educate both Staff and 
Students about the programme and 
encouraged the University Community to 
join hands in the tree planting campaign to 
conserve the environment.

Delivering the Lecture on UNIJOS 
Waste Management project, Jennifer Paul, 
a 400 Level Student of Geography and 
Planning, explained that the concept of 

Waste and Waste Management includes 
sorting of waste and processing of waste 
by reduction, re-use, and recycling as 
short term objectives.

Miss Paul said the expected benefits 
and outcome of the project include 
creating a community that is well 
informed on Waste Management, creating 
a source of income for the Department and 
Faculty and ensuring that the University is 
rated highly in Waste Management 
activities. 

Goodwill messages were presented 

by the General Manager of the University 
of Jos Consultancy Limited Mrs. Bisoye 
Gofwen and the Deputy Dean; Faculty of 
Environmental Sciences Professor 
Gideon Baklit who both described the 
project as laudable and should be made 
sustainable.

Head of Department, Geography and 
Planning Professor Christian Oche 
expressed optimism that all that was learnt 
would be put into adequate use.

Juliana Olajide

many opportunities that abound for 

A f r i c a  i n  C h i n a  a r e  b e i n g  

underutilized, He therefore, through 

the visit, sought for renewal of the 

existing MoU between China and the 

University of Jos geared towards 

exchange programs and strengthened 

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  

technologically driven China, keying 

into some of their modules to reduce 

poverty in Nigeria.
Vice Chancellor of the University of Jos,
 Professor Seddi S. Maimako
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TETFUND PLEDGES TRANSFORMATION 
OF NIGERIA'S TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS 
James Daylop

xecutive Secretary, Tertiary 
Education Trust Fund (TetFund), EDr. Abdullahi B. Baffa, has said that 

TetFund is committed to ensuring 
improvement in the quality of Tertiary 
Educa t ion  De l ive ry  and  g loba l  
competitiveness among Nigerian Tertiary 
Institutions. Dr. Baffa stressed that this is 
reflected in all TetFund Policies, Projects 
and Programmes, a reason why TetFund 
had tripled the 2016 interventions to the 
various Tertiary Education Institutions 
over what was approved in 2015.

Baffa made this known during a 
sensitization programme for TetFund 
Beneficiary Institutions held at the 
University of Jos Senate Chambers. The 
Executive Secretary who was represented 
by the Head of ICT, TetFund, Mr. Joseph 
Odo, disclosed that in order to achieve this, 
the TetFund intended to work closely with 
regulatory bodies such as National 
Universit ies Commission (NUC), 
National Board of Technical Education 
(NBTE) and the National Commission for 
Colleges of Education (NCCE) to ensure 
that quality and standards are improved 
and sustained. He added that the TetFund 
would collaborate effectively with the 
Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) to 
ensure that there is improvement in 
Education tax collections that are made 
available to the TetFund's benefiting 
Institutions. 

The Executive Secretary disclosed that 
funds allocated to Tertiary Institutions are 
aimed at enabling the Institutions to 
become World Class thereby improving 
their World ranking, a situation that is of 
d e e p  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
Administration.

According to Dr. Baffa, TetFund had 
embarked on an access clinic and Project 
Proposal Defense in the beneficiary 
Institutions aimed at diagnosing and 
remedying all encumbrances affecting 
access to TetFund Interventions. He said 
the exercise was to enable the Fund to 
reconcile financial records between it and 
the beneficiaries which was a serious 
challenge.

Baffa further disclosed that in the 
course of the exercise, TetFund had 
observed that most of the Institutions were 
not conversant with the guidelines of some 
of their Intervention lines thereby leading 
to poor access to the intervention Funds or 
in some instances, misunderstanding with 
Staff Unions.

Vice-Chancellor, University of Jos, 
Professor Seddi S. Maimako, commended 
TetFund for sensitizing the University of 
Jos Community on the activities of 
TetFund and assured them that the 
University will continue to utilize all 
opportunities available to it through 
TetFund. Professor Maimako, who was 
represented by the Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (Academic), Professor Nelson 
Ochepke, thanked TetFund for its great 
achievements, particularly, for creating a 
feedback mechanism through which its 
beneficiary institutions can relate their 
experiences.

The programme featured presentations 
by TetFund officials on the Fund's 
Activities, Guidelines and Modalities for 
Accessing and Utilizing Funds for projects 
and Staff Training and Development as 
well as an interactive session for questions 
and answers.

he Faculty of Management 
Sciences has lost one of its Staff, 
Wummen Bako of the Department T

of Business Administration.
The late Tsenba Wummen Bako until 

his demise was a certified accountant and a 
lecturer with the Faculty. During his stay, 
he worked hard in all his areas of assigned 
responsibilities. He served in various 
committees in the university.

Wummen was born into the family of 
the late Miskom Tsemba Bako and mama 
Tiopsan Maria Bako of N'yak –Ajikamai.

He was the younger brother of the 
Executive Governor of plateau state Hon 
Simon Bako Lalong. He died after a 
lingering illness and was laid to rest at his 
family home at Ajikamai  Shendam LGA 
Plateau State. People from all works of life 
were in attendance of the valedictory 
church service. Among the dignitaries that 
attended were Alhaji Abdullahi Ganduje, 
Govenor of Kano state, Kashim Shetima, 
Governor of Borno State, Dame Pauline 
Tallen among others.

The Governor of plateau State Hon 
Simon Bako Lalong described his brother 
as a mentor, philanthropist, God fearing 
,humble and hardworking individual. He 
said his brother ran a good race and died in 
the Lord and is resting in peace.

Bringing succor and comfort to the 
family Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Jos, Prof Seddi S. Maimako stated that 
the demise of Wummen Bako has left a 
vacuum that will be felt by many especially 
those he touched with his uncommon 
generosity. He described Wummen as a 
very humane who radiated a spirit of 
dedication, warmness and accessibility. He 
described the deceased as one who loved 
his job and valued it.

Late Wummen Bako was married to 
Evelyn Kwalvel Bako and the union was 

WUMMEN BAKO LALONG
LAID TO REST
Rebecca Adiwu

Visiting Scholars’ Residence at Naraguta Campus funded by TETFUND

Late Tsenba 
Wummen Bako
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UNESCO PROPOSES ESTABLISHMENT
OF UNESCO CLUB IN UNIJOS
James Daylop

starting with Education, new inter-
cultural skills and deeper Media and 
Information Literacy.

Vice-Chancellor, University of 
Jos, Professor Seddi S. Maimako, has 
pledged to provide the necessary 
platform for robust discussion by all 
stakeholders so as to come out with 
policies that will assist government to 
curb terrorist activities.

Professor Maimako who was 
represented by Dr. (Mrs) Nora 
Daduut, Head of Department of 
Languages, Faculty of Arts said 
UNESCO is working with University 
Tw i n n i n g  a n d  N e t w o r k  i n  
collaboration with the Department of 
Mass Communication, University of 
Jos, with the theme “Tackling 
Religious Extremism and Counter 
Terrorism in Nigeria through Media 
Information Literacy”.

He said that the focus of the 
workshop was to present Media and 
Information Literacy as a means of 
solving Problems in line with the 
University's core mandate of teaching, 
researching and learning.

Professor Maimoko informed 
participants that the University of Jos 
is one of the five Universities working 
with UNESCO to strengthen higher 
Education through the University 
Twinning and Network Scheme 
(UNITWIN). 

He further advocated that the tale 
of woes arising from these extremist 
activities still live with us, citing 
instances of activities of the insurgent 
group “Boko Haram” in Nigeria and 
“ISIS” terrorist attacks in twenty nine 
(29) countries where  thousands of 
people  were killed and many injured.

Earlier, the Head of Department 
of Mass Communication, Dr. Victor 
Aluma, welcomed all resource 
persons and participants. He said the 
Department of Mass Communication 
had over the years been responding to 
the challenges of peace and had even 
organized a Conference in pursuance 
of peace.

He explained that the Department 
is honoured to be partnering with 
UNESCO and Twinning Network, 
emphasizing that the workshop was 
necessitated out of the challenges and 
complexities of the dimensions of 
Media Information Literacy.

Highlights of the event were the 
presentation of papers by resource 
persons which included: Media 
Information Literacy as a proactive 
Measure in combating Internet 
Radicalization and Extremism among 
Youths by Dr. Ismail Ibrahim of the 
Department of Mass Communication, 
University of Lagos; ICT as a tool for 
Economic Empowerment by Dr. 
Stephen Akintunde, University of Jos 
(Librarian); The Relevance of Media 
Information Literacy in our School 
Curriculum by Dr. Suraj Olunifesi 
Adekunle of Lagos State University 
and Respecting Culture and Religious 
Sensibilities of People by Professor U. 
H. Danfulani of the Department of 
Religioun and Philosophy, University 
of Jos. 

Professor U. H. Danfulani

Cross section of participants at the UNESCO programme held at the Richard Akinjide Centre,
Naraguta Campus.

nited Nations Educational, 
Scientif ic and Cultural  UOrganization (UNESCO) 

representative Mrs. Yachat Nuhu, has 
appealed to the University of Jos to 
establish a UNESCO club in the 
University   with the primary aim of 
promoting peace within the university 
and beyond in line with the principles 
of the United Nations embodied in the 
respect for Universal Human Rights 
and Fundamental freedom.

She advocated that countering 
violent extremism calls for actions 
across the board that would strengthen 
the foundations for solidarity. She 
emphasized that UNESCO's role is 
that of deepening cooperation through 
education, the sciences, culture and 
communication, supporting member 
states, civil society actors, academia 
and private sector in order to prevent 
and reduce youth radicalization.

The UNESCO representative 
therefore advocated  the need for 
Media and Information Literacy 
(MIL) which can encourage the 
celebration of connectivity across 
culture to counter radicalism and 
extremism. This can be achieved by 
drawing attention to the need for all 
citizens to understand how as 
individuals in a given context, make 
sense of their experiences. She 
stressed that the UNESCO task must 
be to empower a new generation of 
digital citizens at the global level, 



n a bid to tackle the menace of 
corruption, Academic Staff Union Iof Universities (ASUU), UNIJOS 

Chapter, organised a public lecture for 
new and old students of the institution 
where various presentations were made 
by ASUU members on the topic 
“Corruption/Exploitation of Students: 
Confronting the Menace”.

Speaking at the event which took 
place at the Multipurpose Auditorium, 
Bauchi Road Campus, the Vice 
Chancellor, University of Jos, 
Professor  Seddi  S.  Maimako,  
admonished students to always speak 
out when faced with cases of corruption 
or sexual exploitation.

The Vice Chancellor represented 
by the Deputy Vice Chancellor, 
Administration, Professor Teresa 
Nmadu, Commended ASUU for 
initiating a programme that will address 

ASUU HOLDS PUBLIC LECTRUE TO COMBAT CORRUPTION
Kwalke J Gaduya 

some of the challenges students face 
while in school.

Addressing the students, Dean, 
Directorate of Students Affairs, 
Professor Ishmael Ogboru, assured 
students of the Directorate's support in 
addressing the challenges faced by 
students in the course of their stay in the 
University.

In her presentation, Director, 
Centre for Gender and Women Studies, 
Professor Irene Agunloye, urged 
students to report cases of sexual 
harassment to the centre as she assured 
them of  protect ion.  She also 
admonished parents to build up self 
esteem of children so as to take position 
decisions in life earlier.

In his presentation, Professor 
Ezekiel Best of the Department of 
Sociology enjoined student to be 
responsible by dressing decently and 

attending classes not to fall prey to 
social vices.

Dr. Zubaru Dagona, a Chemical 
Psychologist spoke on corruption and 
exploitation that occurs in institutions 
involving students and the negative 
effects it has on the society at large.

Another ASUU member who 
presented was Dr. Amaka Oche who 
blamed the culture of silence and 
tolerance for the continuous menace of 
sexual exploitation. 

According to Dr. Oche, such vices 
if not reported could lead to victims 
contacting diseases such as HIV and 
other sexually transmitted infections or 
suicidal treats.
` The public lecture also featured 
questions and answers segment where 
students aired their views concerning 
the topic at hand.     

Page 7 Unijos News

Prof. Ishmael Ogboru 

Cross section of the audience at the lecture. 

Dr. Chris Piwuna Dr. Amaka Ocheke Dr. Zubaru Dagona Prof. Irene Agunoye Prof. Ezekiel Best



  he Josite in the Alumni Spotlight for this edition is 
HRM Eze Felix Enene Otuwarikpo, Ph.D, JP, mnipr, Tthe Eze Igbu Upata III of Upata Kingdom in Ahoada 

East Local Government Area of Rivers State. He bares his 
mind on what makes the University of Jos renowned, the 
challenges confronting the traditional stool in Nigeria and 
ways government at all levels can utilize the traditional stool 
to promote peace and development in Nigeria in its interview 
with Sarah Alfa.

Congratulations Your Highness on your coronation. 
Tell us briefly about yourself.

I am His Royal Majesty, Eze Felix Enene Otuwarikpo, 
Ph.D, JP, mnipr, the Eze Igbu Upata III of Upata Kingdom in 
Ahoada East Local Government Area of Rivers State.

Before my ascension to the throne, I was the Manager 
Industrial Training Fund Corporate Office Abuja. I had 
earlier served as Head of Protocol and Head of Media/ 
Publicity respectively at the Fund's Headquarters in Jos.  I 
was the immediate past Chairman of the Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations Plateau State Chapter. I obtained my 

Bachelor of Arts (BA) Linguistics from the 
University of Jos.  I equally obtained Master of Arts 
(MA) and Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) Degrees in 
Law and Diplomacy from the University of Jos. I am 
indeed a Great Josite. Today I seat on the throne of my 
forefathers as the chief messenger of the Upata 
Kingdom. 

 What were your experiences/memories as a 
student in UNIJOS?

In the late 80s/early 90s, studying in University of 
Jos was something every young southerner looked 
forward to. Talk about the unique weather, the 
friendly disposition of Plateau people, the rocks and 
you name it. UNIJOS was highly reckoned with as a 
centre of academic excellence, especially with the 
influx of hot heads from University of Ibadan and 
other institutions during that period. I'm happy to 
note that successive vice chancellors and 
management of the school have maintained and are 
improving on the standard. During my post graduate 

His Royal Majesty, Eze Felix Enene Otuwarikpo, 
Ph.D, JP, mnipr, the Eze Igbu Upata III of Upata Kingdom
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studies, I had the rare opportunity of meeting great 
mentors and friends. A relationship we're consolidating 
daily.

What strikes you most about UNIJOS and her 
graduates?

The University of Jos is truly a centre of academic 
excellence. If you carry out a research on individual 
productivity in organizations, you will be shocked to 
discover a large percentage being graduates of UNIJOS. 
My experience in the Industrial Training Fund and 
(other organisations I had the opportunity of interacting 
with) attests to this conclusion. Also, the average Josite 
knows his/her onions, and you could easily notice it in 
their carriage, confidence and determination to make a 
mark in their chosen professions.

What are your experiences as a traditional ruler?
It is early to talk about my experience as a traditional 

ruler having being crowned about a month ago. In any 
case, the dynamics and challenges of the institution are 
familiar to discerning minds. For now, we are fixing the 
rots of the past five years without leadership due to 
protracted litigation. We have set up several committees 
to reconcile and rehabilitate communities ravaged by 
senseless conflicts, carry out aggressive youth 
empowerment through our "One Youth One Skill 
Policy" and the construction of a befitting palace. 
Shortly, we shall conclude discussions on a range of 
collaborations with Multinationals and other 
stakeholders. 

What are the challenges affecting the traditional 
stool in Nigeria?

The major challenge to the best of my knowledge, is 
the absence of a clearly defined role for traditional rulers 
in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 
We are yet to understand and appreciate the role of 
traditional rulers in national development. We hope that 
subsequent constitutional amendments will consider 
this critical sector.

How can the traditional stool be used to preserve 
peace/unity in Nigeria?

Promotion of peace and unity is the primary function 
of the traditional institution. What seems to be the 
challenge is the constitutional provision to legitimise 
this all important role. Peaceful coexistence in the 
communities will automatically translate to national 
peace and unity. May I use this opportunity to appeal to 
royal fathers to exchange visits with their peers outside 
their states and even religious leanings. A lot could be 
achieved in terms of proper understanding of the other 
person's culture and tradition and therefore, greater 
opportunity for national cohesion.

How have you kept in touch with your alma 
mater?

I have maintained a very functional relationship with 
the University. On several occasions, I presented 
scholarly papers to improve capacity of students. I had 
equally maintained cordial relationship with the 
teaching and non- teaching staff.  I look forward to a 
robust and more fruitful relationship as I carry out my 

new role as a traditional ruler.
How would you want to impact on your alma 

mater?
Every Josite has a stake in the development of the 

University. We hope to make our modest contribution as 
time goes on.  

What is your assessment of the University's 
development? 

The University is developing at a very fast pace. The 
structure I saw at the permanent site were massive and 
befitting of a 21st century University. The content of the 
University's curricula has been expanded and richly 
enhanced. The new Faculties of Agriculture, Engineering 
and Veterinary Medicine are a welcome development.  

What advice would you give to alumni?
The Alumni should clearly understand their role as 

ambassadors of UNIJOS. To this end, they should 
synergise and help each other. The recent alumni get 
together in Abuja was the way to go in bringing Josites 
together. The Association should sustain it.

What is your advice to students?
Our children should see themselves as privileged 

students. Not everyone that sits for UTME succeeds in 
securing admission to the University. They should 
therefore, guard their academic pursuit jealouly. The 
world is full of opportunities and only those that are 
focused access such in the society. I urge them to face 
their studies and shun all anti social behaviours. 

What advice do you have for the University 
management?

The Management should continuously strive towards 
creativity and innovation.  Reviewed curricula should 
target job readiness. Closer collaboration should be 
forged with private sector organisations and corporate 
bodies to enhance academic curricula. Beyond the 
Alumni Association get together, the Management 
should consider a reach out advocacy to Josites in 
positions of authority in Nigeria and the diaspora. 



UJAA HOLDS FIRST ME
Juliana Olajide & Sarah Alfa

niversity of Jos to receive more 
infrastructural boost as alumni Udonate at a  mega reunion towards 

building an edifice, the 'Alumni Centre' at 
the Naraguta campus, University of Jos.

The maiden reunion which took place 
at the Shehu Yar'Adua Centre, Abuja, 
witnessed the turnout of 'Great Josites' 
from across Nigeria.

It was an evening of networking 
euphoria, interaction, give back and 
merry making.

The Chairman of University of Jos 
13th Governing Council and Pro-
chancellor of the University, Prince Tony 
Momoh, was at the event to receive the 
S p e a k e r ,  F e d e r a l  H o u s e  o f  
Representatives, Rt. Hon. Yakubu 
Dogara, a Josite; State Governors of 
Kebbi, His Excellency, Senator Atiku 
Bagudu, Plateau State, Rt. Hon. Simon B. 
Lalong represented by his deputy, former 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sonni Tyoden, 
Deputy Governor, Nasarawa State, His 
Excellency, Silas Agara and the Deputy 
Governor, Edo State, Hon. Philip Shaibu. 
Other guests include the Hon. Minister of 
Sports and Youth Development, Barr. 
Solomon Dalung, among several 
dignitaries both within and outside 
Nigeria.

At the event, the Pro-chancellor and 
the chairman of council, prince Tony 
Momoh  read out the ten-point agenda of 
the Governing Council in collaboration 

with the Management of the University 
and tasked all Josites to key into the 
agenda to make the University of Jos 
greater and a World Class University.

Several millions of naira were donated 
and pledged by major key players, great 
Josites and there were contributions, all 
geared towards the development of their 
alma mater.

Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Jos, a Josite, Professor Seddi  Sebastian 
Maimako, expressed his excitement for  
witnessing an event of this magnitude and 
says the dividend will be more 
infrastructural development in the 
University.

On his part, the University of Jos 
Alumni association (UJAA) President, 
Mr. Idris Yakubu, appreciated God for the 
opportunity to achieve this feat saying it is 
a call to duty and charged all Great Josites 
to key into the Alumni Centre project and 
other developmental strides towards 
ensuring the full completion of the 
proposed project.

According to the President of UJAA, 
the Alumni Centre will be home to all 
alumni and will provide a conducive 
environment for the social, educational 
and civic aspirations of the University. 
The Centre's facilities shall include but 
not limited to a Reception Foyer/Banquet 
Hall with a sitting capacity for over 800 
people, with an honour's arcade 

containing names of donors to the project; 
an auditorium with 500 capacity, ATM 
Galleries for banks, meeting rooms, 
reception lounges, shops/mini marts, 
bookshops and office spaces for letting, a 
souvenirs shop for alumni and friends, 
convenienes for guests, parking spaces 
for over 200 cars, relaxation spots, 
Internet Bar/WIFI Areas, Facility 
Manager's office and a fully automated 
Server Room for internet and projector 
services.

He called on all alumni and friends of 
the University to invest in the 'Alumni 
Centre' as it is a way of giving back to the 
University of Jos, “the institution that 
made us who we are today. This is an 
obligation that we must all undertake.

Speaker, House of Representatives, Rt. 
Hon. Dogara, commended the President 
of UJAA and his Executives, for 
organizing the event, he said the greatness 
of the University and the greatness of its 
graduates cannot be separated. A 
University cannot be World Class without 
a world class support, thus the need for 
support from all Josites. He promised to 
support the UJAA in the completion of the 
'Alumni Centre' calling on Josites to give 
towards the Alumni Centre project as the 
rivers contribute to make the ocean.
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thL-R: His Excellency, the Deputy Gov. of Nasarawa State, Mr. Silas Agara (4 ), Pro chancellor/ Chairman, 
th rd13  Governing Council, UNIJOS, Prince Tony Momoh (3 ), Vice Chancellor, UNIJOS, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako

nd(2 ), and others at the UJAA Mega Reunion at Abuja. 
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A REUNION IN ABUJA
Ochanya C. Okwoli

Chairperson Local Organizing 
Committee, Rev. Nuhu Sani, who is the 
Deputy Vice President, UJAA, described 
the event as a landmark achievement and 
said the caliber of dignitaries present at 
the UJAA Mega Reunion maiden edition 
only indicates that subsequent ones will 
be better.

Renowned broadcaster and pioneer 
Director General, National Broadcasting 
Commission (NBC), Abuja, Dr. Thomas 
Adaba, a graduate of the Department of 
Theatre and Film Arts lauded UJAA for 
the reunion and suggested that the next 
reunion of that magnitude should be held 
at one of the University campuses to aid 

Josites that have not been in the 
University since graduation, to return to 
their alma mater.

There was also representation by the 
National Association of Nigerian 
Students (NANS) and students from the 
University of Jos and a host of others.
Highpoint at the colorful event was the 
presentation of award to exceptional 
Josites. Fifty Josites were given awards at 
the event for their accomplishments and 
contributions to the society in the three 
c a t e g o r i e s  o f  a w a r d s  n a m e l y ;  
Outstanding Ambassador of UJAA, 
Distinguished Ambassador of UJAA and 
Worthy Ambassador of UJAA. 

Speaker, Federal House of Representatives, Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara (middle), 
Vice Chancellor, UNIJOS, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako (right) and President, 
UJAA, Mr. Idris Yakubu 

Hon. Minister of Youths and Sports, Comrade Solomon Dalung at the event

Vice Chancellor, Federal University of Tech., Lokoja, Prof. (Mrs.) Angela Miri 
(middle) flanked by UJAA executives at the event.

Speaker, Federal House of Representatives, Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara 
(middle) flanked by other Hon. Members of the Federal House of 
Representatives

Former SSG, Nasarawa State, Hon. Zainab Ahmed 
and another guest at the event
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PHOTO GALLERY OF UJAA MEGA REUNION IN ABUJA
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Alumni News
LIST OF AWARDEES AT UJAA MEGA REUNION IN ABUJA

1. Speaker, Federal House of Rep. Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara 29.V.C. Benue State University, Prof. Msughu Moses kembe

2. Exe. Gov. Plateau State, Rt. Hon. Simon Lalong 30.V.C. Cross River State Univ. Prof. Anthony Owan Enoh

3. Exe. Gov. Imo State, Owelle Rochas Okorocha 31.V.C. Fed. Univ. Lafia, Prof. Muhammadu Sanusi Liman

4. Exe. Gov. Kebbi State, Alh. Abubakar Atiku Bagudu 32.Speaker, Abia State House of Assembly, Rt. Hon. 

5. Exe. Gov. Bauchi State, Alh. Mohammed Abubakar Chikwendu Kalu 

6. Hon. Min. of Youths & Sports, Comr. Solomon Dalung 33.Head of Service, Edo State, Mrs. G.O Idahor

7. Hon. Min. of Niger Delta Affairs, Pst Usani Uguru Usani 34.Head of Service, Gombe State, Mr. Daniel Musa 

8. Hon. Min. of State, Niger Delta, Prof. Claudius Daramola Mohammed

9. Deputy Gov. Plateau State Prof. Sonni G. Tyoden 35.SSG, Sokoto State Government, Prof. Basher Garba

10.Deputy Gov. Ebonyi State, Mr kelechi lgwe 36.SSG, Plateau State Government, Mr. Rufus Bature

11.Deputy Gov. Nasarawa, Hon. Silas Agara 37.HRM Ohimege of Kotonkarfe, Alh. Abdulrazak Isa Koto

12.Deputy Gov. Edo State, Hon. Philip Shaibu 38.DG, Industrial Training Fund (ITF), Sir Joseph Ari

13.Justice of the Supreme Court ,Justice Yargata Nimpar, JSC 39.Exe. Sec. Christian Pilgrims Commission, Rev. Tor Uja

14.Chief Judge, Bayelsa State, Hon. Justice Kate Abiri 40.Director General, NOSDRA, Sir Pater Idabor

15.Chief judge, Delta State, Hon Justice Marshall Umukoro 41.GMD/CEO Odua Group, Mr Badewale Raji

16.Senator Abdullahi Adamu, Rep Nasarawa State 42.MD/CEO Unified Payment Ltd, Mr. Agada Apochi

17.Senate George Akume Rep Benue State 43.Chairman /Founder, Televaras Group, Mr. Igho Charles 

18.Senator Joshuua Dariye, Rep Plateau State Sanomi

19.Senator Da David Jonah Jang Rep Plateau State 44.Dep. Mang. Dir. Zenith Bank Plc, Dr. Mrs. Adaora Umeoji

20.Senator Jeremiah Useni, Rep Plateau State 45.Chairman, Police Service Commission, Mr. Mike Okiro

21.Senator Phillip Aduda, Rep Federal Capital Territory 46.Director, NNPC, Alh. Muhammad Musa Maikaya

22.Senator Solomonn Adokwe, Rep Nasarawa State 47.Maj. Gen. Olatilewa Amusu, Nig. Army Medical Corps

23.Senator Babayo Gamawa, Rep Bauchi State 48.Archbishop of Enugu Ecclesiastic Province, Archbishop 

24.Senator Emmanuel Bwacha, Rep, Taraba State E. O. Chukwunma 

25.Senator Dino Melaye, Rep kogi State 49.Leader, group of GEJ Min. and Fmr Min. of special 

26.Vice Chancellor, UNI JOS, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako Duties, Alh. Tanimu Turaki

50.Chief of Staff to the Kogi State Governor, Chief Edward 27.V.C. Fed. Univ. of Tech., Lokoja, Prof. (Mrs.) Angela Miri 

28.V.C. Federal University, Kashere, Prof. Andrew M. Gani Onoja

niversity of Jos alumni, Set 
1979-1983 has donated N590, 
000 and five cartoons of books U

of varying titles and volumes, some of 
which are out of print, to the University 
of Jos “Operation Beauty from Ashes” 
campaign.

The delegation of Set 1979-1983 led 
by Prof. Irene Agunloye, Director, 
Centre for Gender and Women Studies, 
made the donation during a courtesy 
visit at the Vice Chancellor's conference 
room. 

Agunloye said the Set of 1979-1983 
started the University of Jos Alumni 
Association (UJAA) as an only women's 
group and the group has become larger 
than it was with male inclusive with Mr. 
Okpara the first Secretary-General, Mrs. 
Cecelia Ohemu the first treasurer; other 
members include Professor Adeiyongo 
and a few others.

Mr. Okpara, a member of the 
delegation said the University has done 
very well in so many ways because the 
set had visited the old campus and seen a 

ALUMNI SET 1979-1983 DONATES BOOKS, N590, 000 TO UNIJOS 
Ochanya C. Okwoli

lot of development.
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Seddi S. 

Maimako appreciated the Set of 1979-
1983 for their commitment to the growth 
of the University and for the donation 
they made. He encouraged the group not 
to be tired in their endeavors because 
they are impacting the younger 
generation and pledged that the donation 
will be put to judicious use.

Maimako further thanked the 
Directorate of Alumni Relations for the 
continuous connection with the 
University's Alumni. 

Director, Directorate of Alumni 
Relations, Mr. Samuel C. Mwansat said 
Set of 1979-1983 has come to make 
some donations to their alma-mater and 
it was a great privilege to have them give 
back to the University.

Vice-Chancellor, Professor Seddi S. Maimako receiving donations from Prof. Irene Agunloye,
Director, Centre for Gender and Women Studies, leader of the delegation of Set 1979-1983 
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  he class of 1999, of the Department 
of Geology, University of Jos, has Theld its maiden reunion, made a 

presentation of five lockers to the 
department worth N350, 000 and pledged 
to support the department.

The Class after a tour of the University, 
elected class representatives and held a 
dinner at Elim Top Suite, Rayfield which 
was attended by members of the class, the 
Head of Department, Professor Chris 
Ashano and staff of the Directorate of 
Alumni Relations.

The new elected executives of the 
class are President, Mr. Abah Dan Abah, 
Vice President, Mr. Nuhu Damina, 
Secretary, Mr. Tobi Martins, Asst. 
Secretary, Mr. Bonat Matthew, Treasurer, 
Mrs. Joyce Ramadan, Financial Secretary, 
Mr. Austin Onimisi and PRO, Mrs. 
Ruphina Ohazulike.

President of the class, Mr. Abah Dan, 
said they are grateful to God for keeping 
them alive all these years. He thanked God 
for bringing them together again after 18 
years of graduating from the University. 
He continued that the reunion gave the 
class an opportunity to interact with one 
another; which shows that there is power 
in unity. “The reunion will provide us the 
opportunity to network. We thank the 
University for providing a bus to ease our 
movement within town” he added.

Director, Directorate of Alumni 
Relations, Mr. Samuel C. Mwansat, said 
many graduated Sets had come back to the 
University to have reunions  and that the 
University is glad to have the Class of 

CLASS OF 1999 GEOLOGY HOLDS 
REUNION, DONATES FIVE LOCKERS
TO DEPT 
Adoration Dashit

1999 as one of them. 
Mwansat informed the Class of 1999 

ththat at the inauguration of 13  Governing 
Council, the Pro-chancellor, Prince Tony 
Momoh admonished the University to fall 
back on its alumni for support. Thus, the 
Directorate of Alumni Relations is hoping 
for a better synergy with alumni. 

Head of the Department, Professor 
Chris Ashano commended members of 
the Class for making huge strides since 
graduation and that the alumni are fast 
taking over from them. He added that he 
felt proud being a teacher as a result of the 
goodwill from his former students.

The Class of 1999 gave awards to 
some of their colleagues that have done 
them proud; they are Hon. Edward Onoja, 
Chief of Staff to the Kogi State Governor 

and Mr. Igho Charles Sanomi while an 
award of appreciation was given to the 
following Mr. Onsachi Joseph and Mr. 
Adakole Okochi.

P r e s i d e n t ,  U N I J O S  A l u m n i  
Association (UJAA), Mr. Idris Yakubu, 
represented by the UJAA Public Relations 
Officer, Professor Emeka D. Ozoji, 
informed the Class of 1999 of the UJAA 
dinner holding at the Shehu Yar'adua 
Centre, Abuja, on September 28, 2017. He 
said it is going to be a fund raising dinner 
and money realized from the event will be 
used to build a lecture theatre at the 
Naraguta Campus of the University, 
which will be named “Alumni House.” He 
equally enjoined members of the class to 
be active in alumni activities in the states 
they reside.

lateau State Chapter of the 
Unive r s i ty  o f  Jos  Alumni  
Association (UJAA) has set up P

three committees namely; Committee to 
organize a dinner in honour of the Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Seddi S. Maimako, 
Committee for “Beauty from Ashes” fund 
raising and Committee for Alumni Corner-
a radio program on PRTV, that will 
sensitize the general public on Alumni 
Association at one of its congress meeting 
at Coomex Hotel. Along Helen Gomwalk 
way, Jos.

Chairman of the Chapter, Barr. Paul 
Daniel Gyang, while welcoming Josites to 
the meeting said it was important for the 
Chapter to meet, considering activities it 
lined up to execute before the end of the 
year. 

Members of the three committees 
nominated are as follows: Dinner 

UJAA PLATEAU STATE SETS UP COMMITTEES ON
OPERATION BEAUTY FROM ASHES, OTHERS
Adoration Dashit

committee has the following members Dr. 
Plangsat B. Dayil, Mr. Wulashik Dafaan, 
Mr. Yakubu Gomos and Mr. Philip 

Eplong; Committee for “Operation 
Beauty from Ashes” fund raising has the 
following as members Professor Emeka 
Ozoji, Professor Dimis Mailafia, Mr. 
Steve Jings, Mrs. Grace Lodam, Mr. 
Yakubu Gomos, Mrs. Sarah Lamadan and 
Barr. Kim Davou and Committee for 
Alumni Corner includes the following Mr. 
Yakubu Taddy, Mr. Abraham Tongjing, 
Mr. Wajel Mantu, Mrs. Rose Dama, Miss 
Abigail Musa, Dr. Sarah Lwahas and Mr. 
Bulus Gambo.

Funds raised at the dinner will be used 
to build a Lecture Theatre in the 
University to be named "Alumni Centre”. 
He urged Josites that the Central Working 
Committee meeting of UJAA will hold in 
Lokoja from 17-20, August, 2017. 
According to him, the Kogi State chapter 
of UJAA will organize a Public Lecture 
and site seeing during the core meeting. 

President, UJAA, Mr. Idris Yakubu 

Director, Directorate of Alumni Relations, Mr. Samuel C. Mwansat (Left) and  Class 1999 President, 
Mr. Abah Dan Abah at the presentation.
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Juliana Olajide

xecutive Governor of Plateau State, 
Rt. Hon. Simon B. Lalong says the 
state has made security a priority to E

create enabling environment for 
businesses to strive through vocational and 
skill training and other possible ventures.

The Governor made this known when a 
team from the University of Jos and the 
Korea International Corporation Agency 
(KOICA) paid him a courtesy visit at 
Government House, Rayfield. 

Lalong who lauded the partnership 
between UNIJOS and the Republic of 
Korea said the state government is ready to 
support positive ventures in the state, thus 
committed to building vocational centres 
across state.

Speaking during the visit, Country 
Director and Regional Representative of 
Korea International Cooperation Agency, 
KOICA, Suk Yun Park said the visit is to 
further strengthen bilateral relationship 
between University of Jos, Plateau State 
and Nigeria towards a more economically 

LALONG TO CREATE 
ENABLING ENVIRONMENT
FOR BUSINESSES TO STRIVE 

viable country.
Park condoled with the Plateau State 

Governor over the demise of his brother 
and conveyed KOICA heartfelt sympathy 
to the state. Earlier, Vice Chancellor of 
University of Jos, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, 
who condoled the Governor on the demise 
of his younger brother, Wummen Bako, a 
staff of the University of Jos said the 
institution is deeply saddened by his exit.

Maimako said the insistence of the 
South Korean team to see the State 
Governor in person is a strong indication of 
their interest in partnering with the state. 

Also present to condole the governor 

were representatives of the National 
Association of Plateau State Students 
(NAPPS) and the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) and lots of 
others who described the late Dr. Bako as 
an epitome of humility that will be greatly 
missed.

Responding to the condolence 
messages a Gomai elder, Miskom Kelvin 
Kwaplong expressed appreciation to all 
who have taken time to condole with the 
family at its time of mourning.

According to Miskom Kwaplong 
testimonies emanating from people were 
laudable and encouraging.

 wo Josites of the Department of 
Architecture, University of Jos, 
have donated books, journals and T

tiled the Offices of the Head of Department 
and Secretary as part of their contribution 
towards giving back to their alma mater 
and to aid accreditation of the Architecture 
programmes in the University.

Arc. Ochapa Onazi, an alumnus of the 
University tiled his office and secretary's 
office as his own way of contributing to his 
alma-mater. The alumnus said he did the 
tiling as his own way of giving back to the 
University. Onazi graduated from the 
Department of Architecture in 1997.

“I decided to give back to my 
department to support the Department for 
accreditation. It will also motivate others 
to do more for the University. I did not give 
to attract attention to myself, but to sow a 
seed.” Onazi said.

While Arc. Lewis Oladipo another 
alumnus donated books/journals to the 
department, Oladipo graduated in 1990.

Dr. Sati Yohana Chanle, Head, 
Department of Architecture, who informed 
staff of Advancement Office and the 
Directorate of Alumni Relations of the 
donations called on other graduates of the 
department to contribute their quota to the 
growth and development of the 
department and the University at large.

Adoration Dashit

JOSITES IN ARCHITECTURE DONATES BOOKS, TILE HOD, SECRETARY OFFICES
Director, Directorate of Alumni 

Relations, Mr. Samuel C. Mwansat, 
represented by Mr. Adoration Dashit, 
commended the donor for the kind gesture 
he said, alumni of the Department of 
Architecture have been giving back to the 
department. He recalled that some time 
ago, a group of alumni of the department 
donated tables, desktops and tiled their 
former structure on Bauchi Road Campus. 
He urged the alumni of other departments 
to emulate alumni of the Department of 
Architecture.

Vice Chancellor, University of Jos, 
Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, represented by 

the Executive Director, Advancement 
Office, Yakubu Gomos, thanked the 
donors for the contribution and used the 
medium to encourage other alumni to give 
back to the department. He said recently 
NUC gave approval to the University to 
admit students into four of its programs 
that were initially denied admission 
namely: History and International Studies, 
Medical Laboratory Science, Science 
Laboratory Technology and Biochemistry. 
Maimako said donations from alumni will 
help departments prepare for accreditation 
and that the University welcomes 
donations in cash and kind from Alumni. 

Country Director of Korea International Corporation Agency (KOICA),  Mrs. Sook Hyun Park, 
th(5 ) and the Executive Governor, Plateau State, Rt. Hon. Simon Lalong at Government House, Jos. 

thL-R: Dr. Sati Yohana Chanle, Head, Department of Architecture (5 ), Executive Director, Advancement Office, 
th rd thYakubu Gomos (4 ), Mr Adoration Dashit ARO 3  The donor Arc. Ochapa Onazi (6 ) and Naomi Embaga 

nd st Project Officer Advancement Office (2 )and  Arc Lenjep 1 (R) at the presentation at the HOD's office. 
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BE MESSENGERS OF HOPE, PEACE, KUKAH URGES NIGERIANS
Sarah Alfa

touched that some people are praying on enowned messenger of peace and 
behalf of Nigeria” he added. public speaker, Catholic Bishop of R Drawing an illustration from the Sokoto Diocese, Most Rev. Dr. 
biblical encounter between Jesus and the Matthew Kukah, has admonished 
Canaanite woman, Matthew 15:21-28, Nigerians to never despair but be 
Kukah advised Nigerians not to despair but messengers of hope and peace to keep the 
continue to pray for the peace, unity and nation going especially now that the 
development of Nigeria. agitation for restructuring is at its peak.

Kukah further cautioned against hate Kukah stated this during a sermon at St. 
speeches as they could be destructive, Kevin's Catholic Church, Senior Staff 
adding that Nigeria is God's project. He said Quarters, University of Jos, Bauchi Ring 
the challenge Nigeria is currently going Road.
through is all part of the stages of He added that many of the people 
development and that God who has placed agitating for secession are those who had 
the various ethnic and religious entities in not witnessed war and that there is no said he was asked if Nigeria will outlive the 
Nigeria knows why and how to manage it.guarantee that there will be peace if Nigeria 2015 general election and he emphatically 

Parish Priest, St. Kevin's Catholic divides along religious lines citing South said yes because God has not finished with 
Church, Very Rev. Fr. Joseph Nyam, Sudan as an example. Nigeria. “After my speech, a young lady 
thanked his Lordship, Most Rev. Dr. Kukah He continued that many believed that walked up to me and showed me a 
for celebrating the Mass adding that they Nigeria will not survive the 2015 general document containing names of children in 
have been friends since their days at the elections, recounting his visit to an Germany that signed up to offer prayers for 
Seminary.international conference in Germany, he the peace and unity of Nigeria. I was 

duaka Education Foundation 
(NEF) also called African 
Education Initiative as part of N

its support for education has donated 
four laptops to the Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine, University of Jos 
with a pledge to support the University 
more in future.

Dr. Olusola O. Oladipo, Liaison 
Officer, NEF, stated that the donation is 
in response to the request of the Vice 
Chancellor, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, 
and the Dean, Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, Prof. Lami Lombin, to 
donate computer and other teaching 
aids, promising that the NEF will give 
more to the University.

He continued that NEF has a 
relationship with the University of Jos 
dating back to the tenure of Prof. 
Hayward B. Mafuyai, and that NEF is 
committed to the advancement of 
education and science, thus working 
with some Universities in Nigeria, 
South Africa and Ghana.

He hinted that the NEF is 
sponsoring a three months training in 
toxicology.

Receiving the donation, the Vice 
Chancellor represented by the 
Executive Director, Advancement 
Office, Mr. Yakubu Gomos, thanked 

NEF DONATES FOUR LAPTOPS TO UNIJOS
Sarah Alfa 

the NEF for the donation, hinting that it 
will aid teaching, learning and research 
in the faculty. He called for sustenance 
of the collaboration between the NEF 
and the University of Jos.

Dean, Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, Prof. Lombin commended 
the NEF for continuing its partnership 
with her beyond the NVRI and 
expressed her desire to lift the faculty 
to an international status. She solicited 
for more materials and equipment in 

toxicology from the NEF and that staff 
in the faculty should benefit from the 
NEF programme.

Prospect and Research Officer, 
Advancement Office, Mrs. Priscilla 
Kparevzua, thanked the Dean of the 
faculty for putting up a structure that is 
a role model for the University. She 
referred the donor to the model design 
of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine 
and solicited for support in the building 
of the faculty.

Catholic Bishop of Sokoto Diocese, Most Rev. Dr. Matthew Kukah
(middle) with the Parish Priest, St. Kevin's Catholic 
Church, Very Rev. Fr. Joseph Nyam after the Mass. 

Dr. Olusola O. Oladipo, Liaison Officer, NEF, (left) handling over four
donated computers from the NEF to the Executive Director, Advancement Office, 
Yakubu Gomos with the Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Prof. Lami Lombin. 
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igerian Institute of Estate 
Surveyors and Valuers (NIESV) Nhas lauded the University of Jos  

for establishing the Department of Estate 
Management and Valuation under the 
Faculty of Environmental Sciences.

This was made known when the 
NIESV, Plateau State chapter, paid a visit 
to the Vice Chancellor of the University, 
Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, at the Bauchi 
Road campus.

The Vice Chancellor represented by 
t h e  D e p u t y  Vi c e  C h a n c e l l o r ,  
Administration, Prof. Teresa Nmadu, 
applauded the team for recognising and 
supporting activities of the University.

The team of surveyors, led by the 
Chairman of NIESV, Mr. Simeon E. 
Anokwuru, said the purpose of the visit 
was to congratulate the Vice-Chancellor 
on his appointment and also to commend 
the administration for their effort in 
establishing the department of Estate 
Management and Valuation in the 
University of Jos.

NISEV LAUDS ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPARTMENT 
OF ESTATE MANAGEMENT & VALUATION
Nandak kangpe

Anokwuru and the NIESV team who 
went on a tour of the Department of 
Estate Management and Valuation also 
assured the Vice-Chancellor of the 
Institute's readiness to render the new 
depar tment  and the  univers i ty  
communi ty  poss ible  ass is tance  

whenever the need arises.
Highpoint of the event was the 

presentation of books, journals and other 
materials to the University.

Also present at the courtesy visit 
were senior officers of the University 
including the Librarian, Dr. Stephen 
Akintunde amongst others.

s part of its contribution to the 
Operation Beauty from Ashes 
campaign to restock the A

University of Jos burnt library at the 
Naraguta Campus, Punch Nigeria 
Limited, publishers of the Punch 
newspaper, has donated three titles to the 
University's library, namely Managing a 
Successful Small Scale Business, Job 
Hunting and Career Success and 
Building Entrepreneurial Skills (Volume 
1 and 2).

Managing Director/Editor in Chief, 
Punch Newspaper, Mr Ademola Osinubi 
said the books are the compilation of 
articles on personal finance and 
management, published in The Punch 
newspaper between 2004 and 2009. it 
provides information about the 
economic situation of Nigeria with 
practical solutions.

He continued that the books will 
help in fine- tuning the Entrepreneurial 
Skills of students and  could also be the 
cure for troubled businesses and “a 

PUNCH NEWSPAPER DONATES TO UNIJOS
Sarah Alfa compass for graduates seeking 

redirection in life as a result of 
unemployment.”

“We are happy that our nation has 
come to the realization that our higher 
institutions of learning can no longer 
continue to churn out graduates that have 
no entrepreneurial skills in view of the 
spiraling graduate unemployment 
staring us in the face.”

Vice Chancellor of the University, 
Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, represented by 
Deputy Vice Chancellor Admin, Prof. 
Teresa Nmadu commended the Punch 
Nigeria Limited for the donation, 
pledging that the books will be put to 
judicious use. He further appealed to 
good spirited individuals to assist the 
University to restock the library and 
every donation will be acknowledged.

Chairman of NIESV, Mr. Simeon E. Anokwuru (right) donating books for the Department of 
Estate Management and Valuation, UNIJOS to the DVC, Admin, Prof. Teresa Nmadu. 

Managing Director/Editor of Chief, Punch newspaper, Mr. Ademola Osinubi donating books for UNIJOS 
Library to the DVC, Admin, Prof. Teresa Nmadu. 



Thanks a lot for all your support to the 

University of Jos, 

may God bless you, fill you with joy and keep you 

and your family from harm.

Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year!

Looking forward to more collaborations with you 

in 2018. 

Together let us make UNIJOS greater!
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e d i a  T r u s t  L i m i t e d ,  
publishers of Daily Trust M

Newspaper titles in Nigeria has reached 
out to the University to further its 
collaboration with the ivory tower.

Leader of the delegation, Mr. 
Abhay Desai, Chief Operating Officer, 
Media Trust Limited, at a courtesy call 
on the Vice Chancellor, Prof. Seddi S. 
Maimako, said they are in the 
University to explore further ways of 
collaboration to achieve maximum 
utility of their output. 

Desai described University of Jos 
as a renowned University and 
commended UNIJOS for its patronage 
of Media Trust Limited. 

Chancellor, University of Jos, Prof. Media Trust Ltd for emerging as the He promised the University a better 
Seddi S. Maimako, represented by the Newspaper and Editor of the year 2016 deal in their partnership considering the 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Academics), by the Nigeria Media and Merit Award fact Media Trust Limited has a very 
Professor Nelson Ochekpe, said (NMMA).He however, challenged wide coverage. Mr. Desai pledged that 
promoting research and making it more them to equally compete with other the University library will be provided 
accessible through media platforms is international Media outfits which, with digitized copies of its newspaper 
now the best practice. Professor according to him, would help them titles from inception to date and other 
Maimako observed that media visibility remain relevant in the industry.academic publications. He equally 
increases the chances of an Institution Maimako lauded the new platforms promised to work with his technical 
having a global outreach where its being rolled out by the media giant team to provide the online views of the 
research works could be cited by peers noting that these would really improve newspapers on the UNIJOS website.
and the wider research community. This the reading habits of Students and the According to him, Media Trust 
in turn could help enhance the impact of society at large.Limited would key into the 'Operation 
such research work and allow the Beauty from Ashes' campaign to 
University to build a better reputation support the rebuilding of the burnt 
for itself.library. 

The Vice-Chancellor congratulated Receiving the delegation, Vice-

MEDIA TRUST LTD, UNIJOS SEEK NEW WAYS OF COLLABORATION
James Dalyop

igerian Television Authority (NTA) 
Zonal Headquarters, Jos, has affirms Nits resolve to collaborate with the 

University of Jos, a research institution 
towards research commercialization and 
content development.

Acting Zonal Director, NTA, Jos, Mr. 
Nurudeen A. Idris, stated this during a 
courtesy visit to the Vice Chancellor, 
University of Jos, Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, at 
the Vice Chancellor conference room, 
Bauchi Road Campus.

He continued that research content can 
be commercialized for the benefit of 
UNIJOS and NTA and that UNIJOS has 
content that viewers would like to watch 
adding that NTA is now fully digitalized with 
improved audio and visual quality thus 
needs UNIJOS support to produce a great 
and compelling content for viewers.

Lauding UNIJOS retainership with 
NTA, Idris said both UNIJOS and NTA are 
Federal Government agencies and both 
impac t  knowledge ,  NTA through  
information and entertainment; UNIJOS 
through teaching and research emphasizing 

NTA TO PARTNER UNIJOS ON RESEARCH COMMERCIALISATION & CONTENT DEVT
Sarah Alfa

the need to collaborate for the benefit of the 
society.

Vice Chancellor, UNIJOS, Prof. Seddi 
S. Maimako, represented by the Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, Administration, Prof. 
Teresa Nmadu, hinted that NTA is the 
bedrock for Nigerian values and traditions 
and that the University is open to such 

collaboration but advised the NTA to write 
a proposal stating the areas they need 
collaboration with UNIJOS.

H e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  a l l  
departments/units of the University have 
value that they could add to the NTA 
content development and that the visit 
further solidify the existing partnership. 

Mr. Abhay Desai, Chief Operating Officer, Media Trust Limited (right) during book donation for 
th UNIJOS Library to the Librarian, Dr. Stephen Akintunde 4  right and other Principle Officers.

thL-R: DVC, Admin, Prof. Teresa Nmadu (8 ) and Acting Zonal Director, NTA, Jos, 
thMr. Nurudeen A. Idris (9 ) during a courtesy visit. 
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inners of the Mr. and Miss 
Tertiary Institutions Nigeria W

competition 2017/2018, Miss Joy Todo, a 
400 level Student of History and 
International Studies, University of Jos 
and Mr. Mark Anthony of Alliance 
France, have been challenged to balance 
their academics with other social 
activities in a responsible manner. 

Principal Assistant Registrar, 

MR.  & MISS TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS TASKED ON ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE
James Dalyop

oyal Thai Embassy has indicated 
interest to collaborate with the 
University of Jos to boost R

Agriculture and Public Health.
Deputy Head of Mission, Royal 

Thai Embassy, Mr. Sakeson Sarobol, who 
lead a team of Thai professionals to the 
University, stated that  academic 
institutions in the Royal Thai would 
partner UNIJOS in the following areas 
staff and students exchange programme to 
include work experience scheme, staff  
exchange and training and educational 
visits.

Another area of collaboration is 
transfer of technology in the aspect of rice 
production, pest control and storage and 
preservation.

Accompaning the Deputy Head of 
Mission, Royal Thai Embassy was Mr. 

UNIJOS, THAILAND 
TO BOOST RICE 
PRODUCTION

Information and Publications Unit, 
University of Jos, Mr. Abdullahi 
Abdullahi, stated this when winners of 
the Mr. and Miss Tertiary Institutions 
Nigeria Brain Beauty Pageant 2017/2018 
paid him a courtesy call in his office.

Abdullahi described pageantry as 
part of extra-curricular activities in 
tertiary institutions and thanked them for 
the visit. Mr. Abdullahi urged the winners 
not to relent in their effort and assured 
them that his doors are always open to 

them for any advice or support.
Earlier, the leader of the delegation, 

Prince Daniel Odiete who was the 
immediate past winner of  the Mr. 
Tertiary Institutions contest, said they 
were visiting the Information Division to 

thintroduce the winners of the 10   Mr. and 
Miss Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria 
Brain Beauty Pageant hosted by the 
University of Jos.

Odiete introduced the winners as 
Miss Joy Todo, a 400 level Student of 
History and International Studies, 
University of Jos who emerged the 
overall Winner of Miss Tertiary 
Institutions in Nigeria 2017/2018 while 
Miss Chigbo Mary-Ann of the National 
Film Institute and Miss Lois Yakubu, a 
200 level Archeology Student, University 

st ndof Jos emerged 1  Runner-up and 2  
Runner-up respectively.

He added that Mr. Mark Anthony of 
Alliance France emerged the winner of 
Mr. Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria 
2017/2018 while Mr.  Chinchan 
Emmanuel of the National Film Institute 

stemerged the 1  Runner-up. He also 
disclosed that they had earlier conferred 
Dr. Pat Nwadiaro of the Department of 
Plant Science and Technology with the 
award of the Most Elegant and 
Outstanding woman in University of Jos.

Jirawwuth Suwanna-arj, Min. 
Councellor, at the Embassy and 
three academic staff of the Kasetsart 
University, Thailand, Assoc. 
Professors Ponsak Chontanaswat, 

Dept. of Farm Mechanic, Lop 
Phavaphutanon, Dept.  of 
Horticulture and Mr. Chuti 
Moungprasert, Dept. of Farm 
Mechanic. 

Deputy Head of Mission, Royal Thai Embassy, Mr. Sakeson Sarobol (middle) leader of the 
team of Thai professionals to the University and staff of the Faculty of Agriculture. 

Winners of the Mr. and Miss Tertiary Institutions Nigeria competition 2017/2018 during a courtesy 
visit to the Principal Assistant Registrar, Information and Publications Unit, University of Jos, 
Mr. Abdullahi Abdullahi.

Yakubu Gomos



he University of Jos Library Department of Geology. It also had 
Complex, Naraguta Campus, Computer Labs, Reading Section for Twas gutted by fire on October 8, Postgraduate Students, Serial Section 

2016. The library had materials for the and E-library.
Facu l t i e s  o f  Soc ia l  Sc iences ,  The University of Jos hereby 
Management Sciences, Education, solicits for burnt library campaign 
Evironmental Sciences, Arts and the tagged “Operation Beauty from Ashes”.

Donate to Rebuild/Restock UNIJOS Burnt Library

To donate, visit www.unijos.edu.ng click on Library, click on Beauty 
from Ashes or…
Visit the blog: http://unijosbeautyfromashes.blogspot.com.ng/
Give to support education!!!

Procedures for contribution 
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niversity of Jos has sent off the with. and Virtual Office for nine years. She 
Carnegie African Diaspora Maimako sought for more thus encouraged scholars to consider 
Fellows, The three scholars collaborations with the Carnegie t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  e x c h a n g e  U

from the United States in Development Corporation while lauding the support programmes and donor agencies to 
Programme in the University,  they are of the Corporation to the development partner the University for research and 
Prof. James Sunday Etim, who taught at of the University so far. other educational development 
the Department of Arts Education; Dr. Earlier in his remarks, Executive programmes.
Alice Etim taught at the Department of Director of Advancement Office,  Responding, the Carnegie scholars 
Computer Science and Prof. Honore Yakubu Gomos, sued for more spoke about their experience and 
Missihon taught at the Department of partnership between the Institution and insightful contributions to the various   
Foreign Languages, Advancement and other Organisations in terms of Human departments especially through 
Linkages Offices of the University capacity building to move the teaching and research.
treated them to a dinner at King's Bite institution forward. There was a presentation of 
Restaurant, Jos. Also speaking at the event was the memorabilia of the university to the 

Speaking at the event, Vice outgoing Director of Linkages, Prof. visiting Scholars.
Chancellor of the University, Prof. Patricia Lar, who stated that, though the Heads of the various Departments 
Seddi S. Maimako, represented by the period of visitation of the Scholars was they worked in applauded the 
University's Bursar, Mr. Ibrahim short, the visit was impactful to the contribution of the three Carnegie 
Alhassan, commended the Carnegie university community. Fellows to teaching and research in the 
Fellows while stating that the She also asserted that University of departments wishing they had stayed 
University of Jos has been recognised Jos is a ground for donor grants and had longer and thanked the Carnegie 
globally with a record of collaborating in the past successfully managed donor Corporation for their contribution to 
with high profile organisation. He grants  including the Carnegie education among others. 
thanked the Carnegie Corporation of Corporation grant that sponsored the Also present at the event was the 
New York for sending its fellows to the act ivi t ies  of  the Jos-Carnegie Director of ICT, Professor Tanko Ishaya 
University adding that the Fellows had Partnership Committee (JCPC) which and Prof. Sabina Gomwalk that 
impacted greatly on the students and midwifed Advancement Office, ICT, facilitated the coming of the Carnegie 
staff of the departments they worked Partnership with Students (PWS), ORD Fellows to the University.

UNIJOS SENDS OFF CARNEGIE FELLOWS, 
WOO DONOR AGENCIES
Nandak Kangpe

st ndL-R Front Roll: Prof. James Sunday Etim (1 ) his wife Dr. Alice Etim (2 ) University's Bursar, Mr. Ibrahim Alhassan, representing the 
rd thVice Chancellor, (3 ) Prof. Honore Missihon (4 ) and Prof. Patricia Lar.



Page 24 UNDER THE LENS

Prof. Lami Lonbim, Dean, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine is the Professor under the lens in 
this issue. She is a former two term Commissioner of Health, Plateau State, also two term 

thExecutive Director, NVRI, Vom and a member of the 13  Governing Council, UNIJOS. 
She spoke to Sarah Alfa and Rebecca Adiwu on issues bothering on Veterinary Medicine 
practice, funding and others.

Prof. Lami Lonbim, Professor of Veterinary Medicine 

Tell us about yourself?
My name is Lami Lonbim. I am a veterinary surgeon. I am 
from Mikan Local Government Area; my husband is from 
Langtang Local Government Area of  Plateau State. I went to 
Government  Girls Secondary School, Dala, Kano State in 
the  60s, got my HSC the then I proceeded to University of  
Ibadan and studied Veterinary Medicine on graduation and 
came to Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, and proceeded to 
do my Masters in Canada, University of  Guelph, Ontario, 
Canada Veterinary Microbiology and Epidemiology. I went 
back to Ahmadu Bello University for my PhD.
Why did you join the profession?
It is interesting, when I was in secondary school, as a form 
three pupil we were thought how to find things in the 
encyclopaedia in the course of  looking through the 
encyclopaedia I saw the acronym DVM that is Doctor of  
Veterinary Medicine from that time I started calling myself  
doctor and my classmates called me doctor too. I said I 
would study Veterinary Medicine. It all started like a joke 
but everyone called me Dr. Lami Fanto that's my maiden 
name. I was into the sciences so after my HSC, I applied to 
the University of  Ibadan where I got the admission to study 
Veterinary Medicine. I remember one Prof. Amore asked 
me why I chose to study veterinary medicine instead of  
human medicine because my scores were good and I told 
him I wanted to study what was perceived at that time as a 
male dominated profession. I was the only one from the 
north in my class and I was one among four females 
studying that course in my class at the time. I thought I 
should slug it out with the men. That was how I came to 
study veterinary medicine.
What was your best subject in school?
I was good in biology and chemistry generally, I studied 
mathematics, it was interesting I would not say I was a high 
flier there but I got by.
What achievement are you most proud of?
I want to make a difference in my generation that is why 
whatever job I am given to do I do it to the best of  my 
ability. I will just jump back to the National Veterinary 
Research Institute (NVRI), Vom, where I worked, it was still 
perceived as a male domain and I headed the Institution 
from 2001 to 2010 though I am a woman. I must say that 
one achievement that stands out among others that I did 
there in my memory for the benefit of  the country was that 
when I got to the NVRI, the international body that governs 
the NVRI and carries out its accreditation came for the 
accreditation exercise and NVRI failed the accreditation and 
in their comment they said the laboratory was not fit to be 
a state laboratory not to talk of  a national laboratory. I had 
to change the environment because in the international set 
up, research also matters so there were a material 
upgrade, infrastructural upgrade and personnel upgrade. 
The same group came for the accreditation again during my 
time there and we not only passed it, we became a regional 
laboratory for West and Central Africa. I am glad God used 
me to take the NVRI to that level at that time. 
Are you satisfied with what you do?
When my first set of  students graduate then I will say my 
satisfaction will be at its peak. I want them to graduate to 
become excellent professionals.
What proverb inspires you?
Hard work does not kill.
What is your favourite meal?
I love rice.
What your ideal day is like is there a routine?
I get up and say thank you Lord that I among those alive i 
get myself  all dressed up and if  there is any food fine if  not 
I get going and start my day. My day in the office have no 
routine, I handle things as they come, at close of  day I go 

back. I rest and watch a lot of  TV documentaries on national 
geographic channel and that is how I relax.
What historical figure do you look up to as a 
mentor or role model?
Margret Thatcher, former Prime Minister of  the United 
Kingdom. The first female Vice Chancellor, Prof. Alele 
Williams of  UNIBEN. So those things helped me a lot when I 
was at NVRI being the first time a female is heading a 
veterinary institute and in the veterinary profession until 
of  late it is a male dominated profession and to have a 
female at the herm of  affairs was not the funniest thing on 
earth even though we can talk of  success now the pains 
were much that was why I needed the steel from these 
women, if  these women could do it I could do it also
Do you have any nickname?
“Mama Vom” was given to me by former President, Chief  
Olusegun Obasanjo, at a public gathering just said it as a 
joke and it stuck. In they call me “Ngo” it means mother in 
Berom. My friends call me “Kanti” it was a name a little girl 
used to call me in UI, she could not pronounce auntie 
properly and called me. I have the “Iron Lady” too. I answer 
to all of  them. 
Do you have any vices?
Sleep if  it is a vice.
On a scale of one to ten how would you rate how 
much you care about what people say about you?
If  you listen to all those people pulling you down, you will 
not get to your goal. So I set my face like flint, once I know I 
have God on my side I do not care what any human being 
thinks.
What is the worst job you have ever had?
I am yet to have one.
Where is your favourite place in the world? 
Canada. I had the best time of  my life in Canada when I was 
doing my Masters, it is a beautiful country. 
How many students have you graduated?
I cannot keep track of  them. I was at Ahmadu Bello 
university, Zaria, I got to the point of  Senior Lecturer in the 
80s /90s moved to the NVRI.  I cannot remember all of  them 
but many of  the academics you see here are my grand 
students. I taught some of  them, I taught the lecturers that 
taught some of  them.
Here in UNIJOS, the Faculty is just starting, I hope that by 
the time I graduate the first set I can just duff  my hat and 
off  I go. 
How has your family influenced your career?
I have a wonderful husband who guided me though I 
thought of  it negative at a time but eventually I have come 
to see the wisdom in some of  the decisions he influenced 
me to make. My family is my main source of  strength. My 
husband helped me a lot because he is an academic; I think 
he saw what I did not see at the time.
What research are you undertaking at the 
moment?

Not at the moment but I have been working on avian 
influenza before coming to UNIJOS, my main area of  
interest is mycoplasma ureaplasma and infertility in 
animals. Avian influenza came up when I was in NVRI so it 
became like a pet project. So I have a calling by Food and 
Agriculture Organization of  the United Nations (FAO) to do 
something on avian influenza within the next six months 
more of  advocacy will be involved. If  the government is 
involved, we will be able to pay compensation to the 
affected farmers so that those whose birds are affected 
will be encouraged to come forth. 
What is your assessment of the practice of 
veterinary medicine in Nigeria?
It was doing very well but all of  a sudden there are many 
quacks so it is not doing as well just like on the human 
medicine too there are so many clinics and people that are 
adding doctor to their name. Take the abattoir for 
example in those days in Jos or Kaduna, before any meat 
is sold but these day anybody can slaughter and sell their 
meat however they like and it is not checked like before 
and the state of  the abattoirs are deplorable you would 
not want to eat meat if  you visit the abattoir now. The 
profession needs to sit and advice government on the way 
things should be done, if  they are firm and insist on how 
things should be done government will listen. In the case 
of  rabies control, the NVRI has done a lot of  production of  
vaccines which has prevented the transmission of  the 
diseases to humans. So I would say we still have a long 
way to go but we also have made an impact.

th
As a member of the 13  governing council what 
impact would you want to make?
I do not know if  it is possible for an individual to make an 
impact. I make my contribution if  I have the proper 
governance of  the university, proper funding and 
advocacy for funding of  the university. Nigerian 
universities are not properly funded, go to laboratories, 
the state of  the laboratories are pathetic our generation 
will phase out and we had everything in the laboratories 
we would go there and do our practical and everything 
was there but now you find ten people around one 
microscope and they are peeping over the shoulders of  
others. That is why I say funding is what this new 
Governing Council needs to look into alongside other 
councils they need to impress on government. Right now it 
looks like Governing Councils just sit back and allow 
unions like ASUU, SSANU, NASU and the rest to fight for 
funding and this should not be the case. 
Any regret working here in the University of Jos?
I would not say there is any regret. I did not come here to 
make money or make a name I came here to start up a 
Faculty. I am here to make sure I impute into it so the 
question of  regret has not come in I am still on that 
mission of  establishing a faculty. So no regrets.
What advice do you have for the university 
management?
Be fair to all concerned like the Rotary people would say 
and look at every Faculty as a unique entity because 
every faculty is unique every Directorate is different, so 
address the problems in the way that enhances their 
performance that is my advice to them. 
What is your perception of the future direction of 
the University of Jos?
The university has a vision and a strategic plan and every 
faculty is supposed to key into that vision. If  that strategic 
plan is followed to the letter then the university has a 
good future. I expect that if  management can follow those 
things stated on the strategic plan, it will take the 
university somewhere but the whole thing depends on 
funding. This is where the Governing Council comes in to 
give the direction.     

Prof. Lami Lonbim



 DVC, Admin, Prof. Teresa Nmadu receiving an award on behalf of the VC, 
Prof. Seddi S. Maimako, from the Deputy Director and Area Manager, ITF, 
Jos Area Office, Mr. Sarpiya Posat Yoila during the 2017 SIWES Orientation 
programme.

The paramount ruler of Jos, Gbong Gwom, Jos, Da Jacob Buba speaking at the 
rdUNIJOS 83  Inaugural Lecture delivered by Professor of Pathology, Dr. Mandong 

B. Mafala, of the Department of Pathology, Faculty of Medical Sciences.

ndDirector, Centre for Entrepreneurship Studies (CES), Prof. Rahila Gowon (2 ) L-R
and others at Governement House, Jos during a visit by Korean Team to the
Executive Governor, Plateau State, Rt. Hon. Simon Lalong.

Interactive Session of the delegates from the Royal Thai Embassy 
and staff of the Faculty of Agriculture.

 Molecular Biology Equipment, Sodium Dofecyclosulphate Polyacrylamide 
Gel Electroscopes (SDS-PAGE) Machine worth ?4,000,000 donated by a 
Josite, Mr. Ishaku Akyala to the Dept of Microbiology. L-R Nobel Laureate Prof. Anthony Okon Nyong, climate change expert, Division 

Manager Environment and Social Protection, African Development Bank (AFDB) 
2nd, in a chat with Director, A.P. Leventis Ornithological Research Institute (APLORI), 
Dean, Faculty of Environmental Science, Prof Dan Dabi Dr. Shiiwua Manu (4th) 
during his visit to the University.

Handling Over ceremony of the Postgraduate Hostel 
at Naraguata Campus.

Inductees at the Pharmaceutical Council of Nigeria (PCN) 
induction ceremony held at the Multipurpose Auditorium.
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THE

AnnualFund
Giving Unijos 

UNIVERSITY OF JOS
NIGERIA

The last four decades in the history of the University of Jos have been characterized by hard work, innovation
and excellence in teaching and research. This has place the institution among the top universities in Africa. We
can consolidate on our achievements by creating opportunities for the next generation of students.

The Annual Fund exists to generate opportunities, foster excellence, support innovative researches and is
dedicated to meeting the most pressing needs of the University and its students, enabling both to flourish and 
meet their full potential. 

Great Josites! This is an opportunity to participate in the growth of our University by making
financial commitment to the Annual Fund yearly starting this year.

Support the University of Jos by giving to the Annual Fund today...

For further information contact: The Executive Director,
Advancement Office, University of Jos
Jos-Nigeria.
annualfund@unijos.edu.ng
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